
SMUG EU 5. EVENT 

Novo Mesto, Slovenia 

7.– 8.12.2018. 

 

The last debate in the SMUG EU cycle, this time focusing on strategies for improvement (in order to 

establish a positive attitude towards EU). 

PROGRAMME AND GUIDELINES 

THURSDAY (6.12.) – arrival of participants  

DEBATE 1ST DAY (FRIDAY, 7TH) 

 

<10.00 Participants registration 

10.00-10.30 Opening of the event and initial greetings (mayors and other representatives of Novo 

Mesto, LAG representative) 

10.30-11.00 Short presentation of the project and results gathered so far (project manager) 

11.00-12.00 Presentation on the theme 'Slovenia and EU' + discussion (Q&A) – by a high official 

working in the EU field 

12.00-12.15 Coffee break 

12.15-13.45 „LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD“  workshop in 5 groups (5 rooms, approx. 20 people per 

group, 5 leaders for each group). Fostering the engagement of people, every person has to speak. 

Themes:  

1. What can we do for a better EU? (Discuss and put on paper on how small citizens like us 

can contribute to the whole idea of the European Union. By this we don’t mean policies, but 

spreading the good word, solidarity, etc.) – Equipment: colored stickers and A0 paper 

2. What do we need as EU citizens? (Discuss and put on paper what small citizens need to 

feel like a part of EU, why they do or do not feel it) – Equipment: colored stickers and A0 

paper 

3. How do we 'fight' euroscepticism? (What shall be done in order to establish a positive 

attitude towards EU) - Equipment: colored stickers and A0 paper 

 4. Euroscepticism from the aspect of: „new members“, „old members“, „non-members“  

         - and what do we have in common? 

(you will be given 3 explanations we gathered on events before, and your task is to upgrade 

them) equipment: write on A0 paper 

5. Design of an informative page „all we need to know about EU“, practical task – 

equipment: write on A0 paper 

 

After the work in groups, results will be presented to the media (press conference).  



14.00-15.30 Free time 

16:30-18.30 Visits through Novo Mesto (sites funded by the EU and objectives for development of 

the town – special interests for the community) 

19.00 Socializing and networking 

 

DEBATE 2ND DAY (SATURDAY, 8TH) 

 

9.00-10.30 „SMUG EU“ presentations of associations that operate and also work in the EU field, 

sharing of knowledge and experience (youth council, NGO network, Regional NGO centre…) 

10.30-11.45 Workshop „Designing a campaign for eurooptimism“ – how can we foster a positive 

thinking about the EU? 

 This workshop will be in form of a World café. 3 tables will be set up, each of them for a group 

of 30 people (depending on the number of participants at this moment). Each table will have a 

moderator that will foster the discussion. Again, every person has to speak at least once (so, every 

participant will say what they think).  

 The task is to make a campaign for eurooptimism, divided to 3 sections on the table. First 

table is MEDIA/MARKETING: what types of media messages can be put into a good campaign – 

paper, web, social media, etc. and how (what types of messages shall be transmitted). 

Second table is FACILITATING EVENTS: what kind of events, workshops, meetings, gatherings 

can be organized to foster a positive EU environment. 

Third table is INSTITUTIONS and other: how can eurooptimism be fostered through 

governmental institutions (their ways of operating, etc). + you can express other things for the 

campaign that are not connected to media, marketing, events or institutions.  

Be specific in each topic (give exact examples, titles, slogans…). 

After 20 minutes, each participant changes the table and goes to another. After the next 20 

minutes, the tables are changed again. 3 changes will be made, so each participant will be on each 

table.  

Results will be presented before or after the coffee break.  

 

11.45-12.00 Coffee break 

12.00-12.30 Final discussion and summarizing of results 

12.30-13.00 „EU POSITIVE“ presentation of results (For Slovenia: through the web and Facebook 

invite people to come and hear the project results, this section will be filmed and published on our 

SMUG EU page) 

- distribution of certificates to participants 

13.00-14.00 Project management meeting and dissemination (the rest has free time) 

14.00-15.30 Free time 



15.30 Study visit (special agricultural site that has been supported by EU funding). After the study 

visit (at approx. 17, you will have free time to go shopping, relaxing, etc…) 

19.00 Socializing and networking for the end 

 

Through the day, we will ask a few participants to give short interviews with their impressions of the 

event. 

 

SUNDAY (9.12.) – departure of participants 

 

 


